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W
isconsin’s native population of eastern wild turkeys
(Meleagris gallopavo silvestris) was extirpated in the
late 1800s. Restoration attempts in the 1930s and
1950s essentially failed. The restoration that began

in 1976 was a dramatic success, however, adding another chapter to
Wisconsin’s successful wildlife management program. 

This booklet reviews wild turkey ecology, management, and research in
Wisconsin, and includes a summary of the resulting technical articles.
The research, mostly done between 1988 and 1993 in southwestern
Wisconsin, added much to our understanding of turkey ecology, turkey
impacts on agricultural crops, and hunter and landowner perceptions of
turkey hunting. As a result, we better understand turkey distribution and
abundance statewide, and the impact on abundance of harvest and such
environmental factors as winter and spring weather, the composition
and distribution of various forest types, and the distribution of dairy
agriculture. This knowledge makes it possible to manage the wild turkey
resource more effectively. As a result, wildlife managers now have the
tools they need to regulate hunter numbers and harvest.

Wisconsin’s wild turkey management program owes its success to the
efforts of Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) wildlife
personnel and cooperating landowners. License and stamp fees paid by
turkey hunters supplied vital financial support. Other revenue came from
an excise tax on sporting arms and ammunition under the federal
Pittman-Robertson program. In addition, the turkey resource and many
other wildlife species have benefited from generous support by the
National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF), the Wisconsin Chapter of
the NWTF, and its corps of dedicated volunteers.


